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   Edition 9 – Friday 14th June Term 2 2019 
Our shorter week this week went by quickly, following the Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday on Monday 10th 

June.  I hope you all spent it somewhere warm and enjoyed the chance for an extra day to relax and recharge 

together as we move swiftly towards the end of the school term.  With only a few weeks to go, we still have 

much on at BSDS, including our next Parent Group Topic Taster session focusing on using KWS at home on 

Tuesday 18th June and we will also shortly be sending home special packages with your child’s June Report.   

 

It was with much excitement that we received delivery of our 2019 school photos, with staff eagerly looking 

through the class photos as they were distributed to rooms. The individual photos were absolutely lovely, and 

were such wonderful reflections of each student.  Sibling photos and group photos such as Interschool Sports 

and our 2019 Graduation group proved to be lovely mementos and are a very special way to recognise the 

growth of siblings across the years and are important markers of milestones for our graduates.  

 

Please remember to ensure that we are practising road safety and modelling safe pedestrian behaviours when 

entering our school grounds at pick up and drop off times.  At both campuses we have a footpath that leads 

from the carpark area directly to awaiting staff. Please ensure that you walk your child on the footpath rather 

than using the bus turning circle, to ensure their safety and to teach them road safety skills.  Buses pull in and 

out of our bus bay areas and we want to ensure that our students are safe at all times.  At Dimboola Road, 

please use the footpath that leads through the key code gate and at Sorrento Street please use the zebra-

crossing that leads across to the footpath past admin and directly to awaiting staff.   Thank you for your support. 

  

I would like to give my Principal’s Award for this edition to Joshua Parker for some 

real leadership shown recently, both on campus and when engaging in 

community based programs. As a Secondary student, Josh has been modelling 

responsible behaviour and has been demonstrating focus and persistence to 

work towards his own personal goals. Josh has shown real engagement with his 

school program and has been communicating to staff the direction he wants his 

future learning to take and has then stepped up to the challenge when offered 

related learning experiences. Josh has taken on the role of being a key barista 

for our Pop-Up Shop, engages in External Work Experience at IGA and Big W and 

undertakes a weekly kitchen operations and catering session at CERES.  In all of 

these experiences, Josh works with focus and takes pride in learning new skills, 

mastering them and then being able to support others who are still learning those 

same skills.  Josh, we are incredibly proud of you and all that you have committed 

to work towards with such success. 
 

Susi Wirth  

Principal 

DATES TO REMEMBER TERM 2 2019 
DATE EVENT TO REMEMBER 

Tuesday 18th June Parent Group Topic Taster at Sorrento Street Campus 9.30am to 10.45am –                                   

Using Key Word Sign Language  

Friday 28th June Last Day of Term 2 – 2pm Finish 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER TERM 3 2019 
DATE EVENT TO REMEMBER 

Monday 15th July First Day Term 3 

Thursday 25th July 100 Days of Prep Celebration 

Tuesday 20th August Parent Group Topic Taster at Sorrento Street Campus 9.30am to 10.45am 

Thursday 29th August  Father’s Day Markets 

Friday 30th August Father’s Day Brunch 

Friday 20th September Last Day of Term 3 

 

 

mailto:broadmeadows.sds@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.broadmeadowssds.vic.edu.au/
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SCHOOL NEWS AND UPDATES 

 

  

COMMUNITY CAKE ORDERS FLY OUT THE KITCHEN! 
We would like to thank our entire school community for getting behind our Secondary Cake Catering program, 

and supporting it with so many orders this term! 

 

The new range seems very popular, with staff and BSDS parents putting in orders for family and friends too.  

We have even had families order one cake for a school party and one cake for their family celebrations at home. 

We love a ‘one-off’ cake design and are happy to plan something special if there is a theme or colour or design 

idea that would treat someone on their special day. 

   

Some recent orders have been our Farm Cake, Lego Cake, Fairy Bread Cake, Oreo Cake, Spiderman Cake, 

Gravity Defying M&Ms Cake and a few ‘one-off’ designs including a Rainbow Serpent Cake and a PS4 Cake. We 

are grateful for the orders that let us share in someone’s special day in our own little way.  Should you wish to 

order a cake, please fill out the order form attached to the newsletter and please ensure at least one week’s 

notice is provided so that we can source ingredients, and plan our baking schedule.  Thank you. For more of our 

baking celebrations visit our Instagram page: in_our_bsds_kitchen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT GROUP TOPIC TASTERS SESSION  
We are excited to share our next Parent Group Topic Tasters session, focusing on 

using Key Word Sign at home with your child.   

 

When: Term 2 Week 9, Tuesday 18th June 

Time: 9.30am to 10.45am 

Where: Sorrento St From Little Things…Pop-Up Shop 

 
Presentation topics will run from 9.45am to 10.45am, giving parents a chance to order coffee before settling 

in to listen to a short information session.   It will be presented by the BSDS therapy team and will provide 

parents with information on the importance of Key Word Sign in supporting your child’s receptive and 

expressive language, recall of information and processing of information.  The session will teach parents some 

‘power words’ and everyday KWS vocabulary that you will find useful for communicating with your child at 

home.  We have included an expression of interest form with the newsletter for you to please return to school. 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS 
A big BSDS thank you to Tyler’s mum, Kylie, for donating a bike to the 

Secondary students at our Sorrento Street campus. A few of our students have 

already been checking out the new bike and are looking forward to pumping 

up the tyres and taking it for a ride! 

 

Thank you also to Isaac’s mother, Nuran, for donating a bagful of board games 

to our school.  The games were taken to two very grateful classrooms, with the 

students (and their teachers!) showing much excitement about the new 

games and looking forward to testing them all out. 

 

We are always so grateful for the support shown to our school from parents or 

community organisations – and for the thoughtfulness shown by parents such 

as Kylie and Nuran in donating items to our school so that our students can 

have engaging experiences at school.   It is always so very appreciated.  
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CHAMPION’S CORNER 
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SAIM’S GREAT 

COMMUNICATION 
Room 9 really enjoyed 

following a recipe to bake 

and decorate cookies for a 

special person in their life. 

Students used a number 

of skills such as mixing, 

sifting, cutting and 

pouring. We also explored 

colours, shapes and 

letters when decorating 

the cookies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respect         Opportunity          Engagement                Communication             Support 

 

MARENA’S AWESOME WRITING 
We would like to celebrate Marena Faraj from Room 19 for the amazing work she has been doing practising how 

to write her name in lower case letters. Marena has now progressed to tracing and writing the letters of the 

alphabet. She really enjoys practising letter formation and recites a little formation reminder every time she writes 

a familiar letter. She has been working so hard every morning and has made brilliant progress! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADEM’S EXCELLENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 

Adem from Room 

9 learnt to write 

and type his name 

last week.  He 

worked with such 

focus and total 

concentration as 

he wrote out each 

letter to form his 

name and then 

Adem scanned the 

keyboard to find 

and push all of the 

letters in his name 

in correct order.  

Well done Adem 

on your hard work! 

 
 

TOM’S FANTASTIC COMMUNICATION 
This semester it has been wonderful to see Tom make some huge progress with his interest in communicating 

and interacting with familiar   people   and interest with symbols, letters and Key Word Signs.   Tom has said “up”,  

“hiya” and “bye”, and is fascinated by 

Key Word Sign and shows keen focus 

when being shown signs, especially 

the alphabet. Tom has begun bringing 

familiar visual symbols to an adult to 

have them say the words and watches 

intently as they model the matching 

sign.  Tom wants to know the sounds 

associated with symbols or letters and 

when reading out his name he will 

move a staff member’s finger along 

each letter of his name to hear the 

sound and will look up at staff with 

anticipation just before they model the 

letter sound. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 
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CIRCUS SKILLS 
Every Wednesday, students from Room 20 have been working very hard on their circus skills with circus 

coaches Tara and Mez from Circus Oz. They have been practising their body shapes, locomotor movements, 

tumbles, and pyramids, hoops, spinning sticks and juggling balls and are getting very good at all of these tricks! 

For all their hard work, students were rewarded with a trip to Circus Oz Headquarters in Collingwood! At HQ 

they used lots of fun equipment, like the mini trampoline, trapeze swings, wedges and crash mats. Our students 

tried really hard to jump high over obstacles, balance on the trapeze, and roll down wedges, using all of the 

skills they learnt during BSDS circus class. We look forward to seeing our students master more circus skills 

throughout the year! 

MY CIRCUS - CIRCUS CLASSES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY  
Accessible circus classes run every second Sunday for young people with disabilities aged 5-25 (Auslan 

available on request).  
 

When: 12pm - 1pm & 1.30pm - 2.30pm – Sundays, fortnightly 

Cost: 6 classes = $180   NDIS approved under the category: 0126 - Exercise Physiology & Personal Well-being 

Activities, in the section: Improved Health and Wellbeing 
 

Workshops are aimed at young people with disabilities with siblings, friends and parents encouraged to join 

in. Classes are catered to the individual needs of participants, we have a range of activities and apparatus to 

create a fun experience for all involved.  Active involvement of parents and carers can be decided on an 

individual basis.  Give us a call to discuss how we best can accommodate your needs.   9471 2928 or email 

info@westsidecircus.org.au    

 

To enrol through the parent portal visit https://app.iclasspro.com/parentportal/westsidecircus/?new-url 
 

mailto:info@westsidecircus.org.au
https://app.iclasspro.com/parentportal/westsidecircus/?new-url
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TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 

 BEN AUSTIN’S 10TH BIRTHDAY 
Ben from Room 20 had a fantastic time celebrating his 10th birthday 

with his classmates! Everyone loved eating the Lego cake that Ben’s 

Mum and Dad ordered from the BSDS Secondary Catering Team! A 

big thank you to the Catering Team for a making such a delicious cake 

and for helping to make Ben’s birthday party so special. Happy 

Birthday Ben! 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 

 

     

A NEW CAFÉ OPENS UP!  
We have loved seeing the café program run with Rooms 17, 18 and 20 develop across the course of the term.  

This program combines classes and students rotate between being the guests, the waiters and the chefs. All 

the students are supported to take orders and fill out an order form. They practise waiting and being served, 

telling the waiter what they want to eat. The chefs do the food prep and then make the orders as they come in 

from the waiters. 

The kids have been amazing in this program and we have made tacos and pizza so far.  

In a few weeks we will be visiting a café to put all of our new skills as guests into practice.    

Respect         Opportunity          Engagement                Communication             Support 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 
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MUSIC INCURSION WITH MUSICA VIVA 

On Thursday the 6th June, four classes from both campuses were lucky enough to be visited by Musica Viva. 

Three of their musicians arrived at the Dimboola campus with lots of exciting looking boxes! It turned out they 

were full of lots of great and different instruments. They had a piano, clarinet, bass clarinet, vibraphone and a 

water phone - we hadn’t heard of it before either! 

 

We listened as they played lots of concerto pieces to us using the water tubs, drumsticks and all of their 

instruments - it was very clever and exciting to watch. Daniel, Rayan, Marta and James got to join with Thea, 

Jesse and Leigh and played water music alongside the instruments. Students sat in silence watching the 

musicians play and it was so lovely to see everyone listening so hard.  

 

We all thoroughly enjoyed our morning and hope they can come back next year! Thank you Musica Viva. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 

 

  

Respect         Opportunity          Engagement                Communication             Support 

 

BSDS BARISTA BUS TRAINING 
As part of the Secondary Electives program, a small and highly specialised Barista Training group works each 

week to develop and refine their coffee making skills in our Pop-Up Shop.  During Week 7 and 8, this group were 

treated to an incredible opportunity to have two weeks of accredited barista training on The Coffee School Bus.  

 

Run as a family owned and operated business, the Coffee School Bus has trainers that are both qualified and 

experienced as baristas in the industry.  The Coffee School Bus is a mobile coffee training program that teaches 

students how to make a range of coffee styles, from long blacks to cappuccinos. The bus is fully fitted out with 

six gleaming coffee machines, so that students have their very own machine to practise on for the hour and a 

half sessions.   

 

The students learnt about how to tamp the coffee in the group handle before fitting it into the machine and 

produced incredibly rich crema on the top of each cup of espresso. The students were taught how to heat the 

milk slowly on the steamer, to bring it to the correct temperature before pouring it into the coffee cup and even 

tried to make some designs on the top of the milky crema with a special design tool.  



Learning Beyond Words 

TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 

 

welcome  
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FUN TIMES IN THE ART ROOM! 
The walls and cupboards are bursting at the seams with vibrant art made 

by our BSDS students.  

 

In the Early Years colours, stars and outer space have been a big hit. 

Combining play and art, we painted with toy cars, rolled marbles through 

colours, used balloons to stamp and mixed bright colours together. 

 

Our Middle Years artists have been exploring everything about the face and 

people. Wild hair, funny faces, crazy box people. Make sure to visit the 

Dimboola Road reception to see their work on display.  
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TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 
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FUN TIMES IN THE ART ROOM! 
Our Secondary students loved exploring street art this term; sponging, brushing and layering bright colours to 

create stencils of their very own design. Unicorns, rocket ships and Lego men were a hit! 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 

 

 

  
EARN & LEARN PROGRAM 

Secondary Room 9 students are enjoying collating all the Earn & Learn stickers that students have been 

bringing to school.  We carefully place one sticker on each marker on the page then fill in the details and add 

to our tally. Please keep sending these stickers to school so we can collect as many as possible. 

MILAD’S ART MASTERWORK 
We would like to take a moment to recognise the sheer talent shown by Milad from Secondary Room 15 – whose 

drawing and design is extraordinary. Milad loves to draw and has thrived in his weekly 1:1 specialised Art 

sessions with Sylvie.  Milad – we marvel at your skill and ability and passion. Well done! 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 

 

  
A HUGE WEEK FOR OUR CAKE CATERING TEAM 

Week 6 saw our BSDS Cake Catering Team put to their biggest test 

yet – six cake orders in one week!  Our bakers made and delivered an 

M&Ms cake early in the week for school celebrations and then made 

five cakes, all to be ready on Friday.  Maddy, Brody and James rose to 

the challenge, and made some brand new designs including our Farm 

Cake and our Unicorn Cake as well as a one-off, bespoke Rainbow 

Serpent Cake for a school birthday party.  When making the Rainbow 

Serpent design, James and Brody showed incredible focus, using a 

visual recipe for the very intricate cutting, laying out and stacking and 

frosting of four Bundt cakes before decorating the snake with rows of 

Smarties scales.    We are absolutely in awe of their talent. 

 

For more of our 

baking celebrations 

visit our Instagram 

page: 

in_our_bsds_kitchen 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 

 

 

  

JAHMAINE’S VERY SPECIAL BSDS BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
Room 17 were delighted to celebrate Jahmaine’s birthday recently and were so excited to share the afternoon 

with his mother who got to see Jahmaine receive the Rainbow Serpent Cake that she had ordered especially 

for him.  The cake was lit up with sparklers and the room was filled with joy as the class sang Happy Birthday 

to Jahmaine.  

Room 17 have been exploring Dreamtime stories this year and were thrilled to have Jahmaine’s mother tell 

some Dreamtime stories with the class, with a box filled with Indigenous artefacts to explore as part of the 

storytelling.  The class were enthralled by this and were incredibly engaged and confidently asked lots of 

questions or made comments to show connections with their prior learning.   

 

The class were generously gifted their own lolly box, which featured a hand-written Dreamtime story on the 

outside.  Everyone who saw these beautiful lolly boxes was amazed at the thoughtfulness that went into them. 

 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to Jahmaine’s mother for sharing the Dreamtime stories with us 

and for making Jahmaine’s BSDS birthday so very memorable for all involved. 
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WE LOVE LEARNING ABOUT CVC WORDS 
Room 22 and 23 love 

joining together to 

participate in a range of 

literacy activities including 

typing, name writing, sound 

sorting and word building. 

Students have been working 

really hard to segment and 

blend CVC words such as 

cat, mat and sit. It has been 

so pleasing to see 

everyone’s engagement and 

ongoing hard work 

throughout the term. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAMS AT BSDS 

 

 

 

  

OUTDOOR PLAY IS KEEPING US ACTIVE THIS WINTER! 
This winter, Early Primary students have been busy 

bees keeping active outdoors. With so many 

wonderful spaces to run, jump, ride and climb, there 

are lots of unique opportunities for exploration and 

learning. 
 

Through activities such as riding tricycles, swinging, 

climbing and running, we have been continuing to 

develop our gross motor skills and overall physical 

development. But most of all we have been having fun 

and keeping warm because… WE LOVE TO PLAY! 
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BSDS SPEECH PATHOLOGY TIPS 

 COMMUNICATION 
We have many fabulous communicators at BSDS, but communication can look 

different for everyone.  The first thing that comes to mind when we hear the word 

‘communication’ is probably talking, but we communicate so much without using 

words. We communicate through gesture, eye contact, tone of voice, facial 

expressions and much more.   

 

At BSDS we use many different ways to communicate to help support our students’ 

learning. All of our verbal communication is supported by gesture and Key Word 

Sign. We use Cued Articulation to help our students understand the sounds in 

speech and to support their literacy development. We are constantly using visuals 

to support our students’ understanding of our verbal communication.     

 

At BSDS we aim to support our students to communicate their wants, needs, to 

participate in class activities and to interact socially with peers and adults. They 

may do this in many different ways including; verbally or with AAC (Augmentative 

& Alternative Communication).     

 

Some of the key strategies you can use at home to support your child to 

communicate including extending non-verbal interactions, creating opportunities 

to communicate and using more gestures while you speak.   
 

 Point to different objects when you are playing with or talking to your child. 
 

 Use gesture when describing actions e.g. - rubbing your hands together when 

you say ‘wash your hands’. 
 

 Give your child time to respond - even waiting 5 seconds can make a huge 

difference and give your child the space to communicate! 
 

 Create small problems by pretending that you don’t understand. This will 

encourage them to use gesture. 
 

 Acknowledge every time your child uses gesture to reinforce what they did. 

 

If you would like any further information on other ways you can support your child’s 

communication, feel free to speak to your child’s teacher or class Speech 

Pathologist at BSDS.  

 

 

Respect         Opportunity          Engagement                Communication             Support 

 



  

 

    

STAYING ACTIVE IN THE COLD WEATHER 
Article content courtesy of: https://www.med.upenn.edu/antibiotics/newsletters/2017_5.1_January.pdf 

  &  http://www.playgroup.org.au/Articles/Cold-Weather-Play.aspx 
 

With the cooler months here, we all have a tendency to hibernate away, however the cooler fresh air is actually 

really good for us. Outdoor cold weather play has long been blamed for colds and the flu. Our parents told us 

to “bundle up or you’ll catch a cold” and their parents probably told them the same thing. But winter play gets 

a bad reputation – undeservedly so! Although going outside unprepared for the elements is unwise, viruses 

that are spread by other human beings and cause colds and the flu are indoors. With the right preparation and 

understanding of winter weather, your child can have as much fun in the cold as they do in the sun! 

 

Here are some benefits of outdoor winter play: 

Breathe fresh air - It’s no secret that most parents blame winter air as the 

cause for colds and the flu. Although the viruses that cause flu and colds are 

more common in the winter months, the circulated air in closed environments 

is the main cause of your child getting sick. All of the bacteria, dirt, dander, 

and other germs simply get recycled through the air vents over and over. The 

more time you spend inside, the more you are exposed. Nothing is more 

refreshing than that first deep breath of cold, winter air before starting hours 

of fun with outdoor play. 

 

Strengthens the immune system - Playing outside allows your child an escape 

from indoor germs and bacteria. This will not only be good for the healthy 

bunch; but sick kids benefit from the fresh air as well. Just make sure they are 

properly bundled up and moving around to capture and generate warmth. 

Being outside more often also allows your child to develop a stronger 

autoimmune system and a resistance to allergies. Studies have shown that 

children in rural areas or those who are active outside have the best overall 

health. 

 

Engage in physical exercise - Just because it’s cold outside doesn’t mean your 

children have lost their energy or desire to play. Remember, your child is still 

growing during these months, and their need to move doesn’t diminish just 

because the temperature has! Just bundle them up in lots of layers, that allow 

movement and freedom for arms and legs to be busy! 

 

Stimulates the imagination - Winter also offers a variety of ways to stimulate 

imagination through play. Does your child like to build things? Build a fort in 

the backyard with tunnels and a home base. Do you have access to a park? 

Make mudpies or float bath toys in puddles! The outdoors holds many 

opportunities for wonder and learning.  

 

Learning about the natural world - Along with enjoying active play, children are 

often interested in the changes in nature, and the science of weather and 

temperature.  The change of seasons offers us the chance to notice and 

discuss all sorts of topics relating to the world around us.  

 

Season inspired sensory play and art and craft - Art and craft activities provide 

a chance to explore and express what is going on around us. Try adding some 

materials to the craft table that may be inspired by nature or use paints of a 

particular colour palette. On colder days it can be soothing to play with warm 

playdough. Make the playdough during the session and invite children to help 

measure and mix dry ingredients.  
 

Children learn all the time everywhere. The weather or the season doesn’t limit the opportunity to play and 

learn, it just changes the landscape. Our ability to tap into the children’s curiosity only broadens the 

possibilities.  There is no such thing as bad weather, just inappropriate clothing.  - Sir Ranulph Fiennes 
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BSDS TAKE HOME TIPS 
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BSDS LITERACY TIPS 

 
READING AND WRITING INFORMATIONAL TEXTS 

Article content courtesy of: https://www.learningpotential.edu.au/practise-together/A017_1 

& https://www.learningpotential.edu.au/practise-together/A019_2  

& https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/5cca/9da8ddc6870db4eb51a5c978d4949b0f45fc.pdf 
 

Research indicates that storybooks are the most common type of text that children are exposed to, however 

literacy research suggests that other kinds of books, in particular informational books, also are really 

important for children. Texts that explain, discuss, or provide information are often called informative texts. 

These texts can use a combination of written, visual, and auditory information to convey messages. Three 

main types of expository texts are informative, procedural, and persuasive texts. Informational texts are keys 

in contributing to children’s development of vocabulary and word knowledge.  You can think of informational 

texts as the texts that we read to learn. 
 

So how can you teach your child about informational texts, during your everyday 

life at home? Easy! Daily life is rich in informational text experiences, and your 

home is the perfect way to show your child how to read and write informational 

texts. 
 

GETTING THE MESSAGE 

Learning to read and learning to create effective informational texts are 

important skills, so give your child lots of opportunities to read examples such 

as magazine advertisements, school notes, party invitations and messages.  
 

Ask your child to find a specific piece of information, such as: 

 The details on a school excursion note. 

 The price of something in a catalogue. 

 The date, time and address on a concert on a flyer. 

 The details on a birthday party invitation. 
 

Most children love helping adults, and won't even see this as learning! 

 

This activity reinforces the skills your child is learning at school, such as: 

 Understanding some of the different uses of language. 

 Reading simple texts. 
 

THE NEED FOR NOTES 

Involving your child in reading notes helps them to learn how we use different 

types of writing for different purposes.  
 

For example, you can ask your child to: 

 Read their school excursion notes and find the important information such 

as where and when the activity will occur. 

 Read a note or reminder in the school newsletter about an upcoming event. 

 Look at the family calendar and find the date or address of an event. 

 Read a text message that you are sending to invite their friend over for a 

playdate. 

 Add an item to the shopping list. 

 Write a reminder note for yourself, or a message to someone else in the 

family. 
 

Most children enjoy being helpful in this way, and it helps them to see the value 

of reading and writing in everyday life. 
 

This activity reinforces the skills your child is learning at school, such as: 

 Understanding that different types of writing have different purposes. 

 Understanding the need for detail to communicate meaning and avoid 

confusion. 

https://www.learningpotential.edu.au/practise-together/A017_1
https://www.learningpotential.edu.au/practise-together/A019_2
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/5cca/9da8ddc6870db4eb51a5c978d4949b0f45fc.pdf
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BSDS LITERACY TIPS 

 READING AND USING INFORMATIONAL TEXTS – IN THE KITCHEN 
Article content courtesy of: https://www.learningpotential.edu.au/practise-together/A014_1 

& http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/cooking-with-words-creating-1018.html 
 

Recipes are a common form of procedural text. When texts include images and symbols it provides opportunities 

for children to engage with and use these texts before they can formally read print. The purpose of procedural 

texts is to provide instructions in a logical sequence in order to achieve a goal. Common examples of 

instructions/procedures that children can explore and create include: 

 Recipes. 

 Connective blocks instructions (for example Duplo or Lego). 

 Instructions for games (for example how to play Scrabble). 

 Treasure hunt instructions/maps. 
 

When given a set of instructions, these components are usually included: 

 An introduction with an overview of the goal/product. 

 A list of materials/items needed to complete the task (for example 

ingredients, resources, parts). 

 A sequence of directions which provide step-by-step details. 
 

FIRST WE COOK, THEN WE EAT! 
 

Cooking with your child is a fantastic literacy and numeracy activity, giving 

practise at:  

 Reading lists. 

 Measuring ingredients. 

 Understanding that we use different language for different purposes. 
 

Involve your child in reading the recipe and getting the ingredients out. 

 Talk about the tools and equipment you need – what they are called, 

what they are used for. 

 Talk about the ingredients – what colour they are, what they taste like, 

where they come from. 

 Ask questions that reinforce the steps of the recipe – “What do we do 

first?”, “What comes next?” 
 

This activity reinforces the skills your child is learning at school, such as: 

 Putting activities into the correct order. 

 Recounting procedures and events. 

 Building vocabulary. 
 

LET’S WRITE A RECIPE! 

Writing is often one of the more difficult skills for children to master. 

Beginning writers require guidance in producing specific genres to 

effectively communicate ideas and messages. To give beginning writers a 

comprehensive approach to writing, this idea encourages children to 

develop procedural writing skills within a very motivating task – cooking! 
  
Brainstorm with your child possible ideas for creating your own recipe. 

Perhaps you do this activity after you’ve just cooked a simple family 

favourite like pancakes or a milkshake or making a toasted sandwich – 

something your child is familiar with and also is familiar with the related 

vocabulary. Talk about what you would like to make, what you will need to 

make it, the steps you will use to create your recipe, and how you think 

your recipe will turn out.   When you have finished brainstorming with your 

child, write your ideas on a template like this example to help you plan 

your recipe. 

https://www.learningpotential.edu.au/practise-together/A014_1
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/cooking-with-words-creating-1018.html
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KEY WORD SIGN TIPS –LET’S PLAY! 
Can you have fun with sign language while learning or practising it? Yes! When it comes to learning to sign, 

the secret to success is to make it relevant and useful to your daily life and your communication with your 

child and learning words associated with play is perfect!  Using signs in playful and engaging ways gets your 

child’s attention and stimulates their interest in signing like nothing else.  By playing with your child you can 

explore, discover, learn and have fun together while learning some KWS yourself.  Using verbs or adjectives 

during play can support your child’s vocab and by modelling KWS like ‘help/more/finished/go’ in the matching 

context during play, you are supporting your child’s expressive language and are providing them with a model 

of a sign they could use in that same context at another time. So sit down, start to play and see how much 

you can learn! 

Learning Beyond Words 

BSDS TAKE HOME TIPS 

 



  

CALLING ALL BUDDING ASTRONAUTS! 
Hop on board our custom-built spaceship, 

ready for blast off as we Whoosh! across the 

galaxy for an interstellar adventure. Young 

explorers with a disability are invited to join 

our crew on a tour to outer space, taste space 

food, experience hyperspace and travel to 

the mysterious Planet X. 

 

How will we get back to Earth? Don’t worry, 

we’ll work as a team to fix the ship and zoom 

back home! 

 

Whoosh! is an interactive sensory space 

adventure for young explorers with a 

disability. It is an immersive performance that 

puts children at the centre of the action. Kids 

board a stunning custom-built spaceship to 

co-pilot an interstellar adventure. 

 

New recruits take up their own tech stations, 

taste real space food, propel through 

hyperdrive, crash-land and explore a strange 

uncharted planet. Characters and audience 

work as a team to repair the ship and return 

to Earth. 

 

This highly tailored production is suitable for 

children with a range of disabilities aged 5 – 

10, including children with multiple and 

complex disabilities and children with autism. 

The performance is fully accessible for 

children with wheelchairs. 

 

Performance dates & times. Running time – 

1 hour 

Saturday 29th June 10:00am & 12:00pm 

** 10:00am performance is recommended 

for children with autism. 

** 12:00pm performance is recommended 

for children with profound and multiple 

disabilities. 

 

Price range - Participant & carer $50.00 

 

THEY'RE BACK FROM EXTINCTION AT MELBOURNE ZOO! 
Giant beasts that once freely roamed the earth have been brought back 

from extinction for a limited time only at Melbourne Zoo. The zoo is a great 

place to take the family these school holidays with free entry for kids under 

16.  Be amazed as the dinosaurs take over Melbourne Zoo’s historic 

Carousel Park.  

 

The zoo has teamed up with the creators at Erth Visual & Physical Inc to 

present Dino Park; a unique walk-through experience where you will see 

these prehistoric creatures come to life.  Running until 14th July. 
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Learning Beyond Words 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 

 CARE CHOICE SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 
Our school holiday activities are designed so children and 

families can access a wide range of fun and inclusive 

activities right across Melbourne.   

 

Our supported activities are especially suited to children 

who may have special needs or complex behaviours and 

find it difficult to participate in group holiday programs if 

their special needs or complex behaviours are not suited 

to a group program or if you are unable to get your child to 

a particular program. 

 

If your child has NDIS funding then you may be able to use 

this so they can attend activities and have an experienced 

support worker provide your child with one-to-one support. 

 

When booking, please check the entry cost at the specific 

venue, any activity requirements (e.g. - socks) and that the 

opening times correspond with the day and time you wish 

to book. If you choose to pay for extra items such as animal 

food and rides, simply provide the additional money and 

your instructions to our support worker on the day. 

 

Download our activity list and booking 

form: https://www.carechoice.net.au/disability-

services/school-holiday-activities/ 

 

ACCESS FOR ALL ABILITIES PROGRAMS 
HIP HOP/TOE TAP/BALLET FOR ALL - A fun class that includes stretching, cardio, Jazz techniques, Hip Hop, Tap 

Dance & Ballet routines led by an instructor familiar with people with special needs. This class is ideal for people 

with a disability who want to meet others who also love dancing, having fun and learning something new. 

 

HIP HOP & SINGING - Two fun classes that include Hip Hop and group singing to all the latest tunes. Led by 

instructors familiar with people with special needs and professional in their genre. For more information 

regarding these classes please contact Leanne Cacoyiannis on 9205 2513 or 0417 114 132. 

 

SWIMABILITY - Swimming Inclusion Program provides swimming lessons for children with autism, auditory 

processing delay, communicating difficulties, sensory processing difficulties and development delay. For further 

information regarding class times and days please  contact Broadmeadows Aquatic and Leisure Centre on 9205 

2670. 

GOCLIMB COBURG: INDOOR CLIMBING, 

NINJA COURSE, & PLAY CENTRE 
GoClimb is an exciting new indoor climbing centre 

located in the north of Melbourne. With Clip ‘n Climb, 

a challenging ninja course, and a fun and engaging 

play centre, kids can be entertained for hours on end. 

Physically challenging and mentally stimulating, 

GoClimb delivers heaps of healthy, action packed 

activities under one roof catering to all ages and 

abilities. Location:  Lincoln Mills Homemaker Centre, 

64-74 Gaffney Street, Coburg.  Contact us:                              

9350 3181 or visit https://goclimb.com.au/ 

 

https://www.carechoice.net.au/disability-services/school-holiday-activities/
https://www.carechoice.net.au/disability-services/school-holiday-activities/
https://goclimb.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

BSDS DIGITAL NEWSLETTER 
Would you like to receive a digital copy of each edition of our BSDS Newsletter?  

Each fortnight, a pdf copy of our newsletter can be emailed to you so that you 

don’t miss out on any of our important news and updates by reading the 

newsletter at a time that suits you! 

 

An extra bonus of receiving a digital copy of the newsletter is that you can then 

forward it on to family and friends to share the wonderful programs that your child 

is engaging in as part of their learning at BSDS.   

 

Please note, that we only feature photos of students in our newsletter who have 

been given appropriate levels of permission as part of our Consent Form 

documentation. 

 

Paper copies will still be sent home with each child, as we know that our students 

love looking at the photos in the newsletter and it is particularly special when they 

can share a photo of themselves in the newsletter or celebrate a mention of their 

great work with their family at home. 

 

Alternatively you can log on to the school website and go to the Newsletters 

section to download copies of current newsletters. 

 

In order to receive a digital copy of the school newsletter please subscribe to the 

school newsletter emailing list by filling out your details below and returning this 

form to your child’s teacher.  Please note that your email will only be used for this 

purpose and all email addresses included in the newsletter distribution list will be 

kept private using a ‘blind cc’ list so that no names or addresses are shared. 

 

We hope that you take up this fantastic opportunity to read our newsletter each 

fortnight.  Thank you. 

 

Child’s name and classroom: 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your name: 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email address to submit to the BSDS Newsletter distribution list: 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 



  UNIFORM ORDER FORM                

ITEM COLOUR PRICE SIZE 4 SIZE 6 SIZE 8 SIZE 10 SIZE 12 SIZE 14 SIZE 16 TOTAL 

Polo Shirt Short Sleeve Maroon $18.00         

Polo Shirt Long Sleeve Maroon $21.00         

Bomber Jacket Navy/sky $36.00         

Windcheater Maroon $25.00         

Polo Collar Windcheater Navy $24.00         

Polo Fleeced Vest Navy $23.00         

Skort Navy $18.00         

Shorts Rugby Navy $12.00         

Trackpants Reinforced Navy $18.00         

Summer Dress Navy $33.00         

Winter Tunic Navy $47.00         

Parka Lightweight Navy $30.00         

Hat – Bucket style Navy 8.00         

ITEM COLOUR PRICE SIZE 18 SIZE 20 SIZE 22 SIZE 24    TOTAL 

Polo Shirt Short Sleeve Maroon $22.00         

Polo Shirt Long Sleeve Maroon $25.00         

Skort Navy 24.00         

Windcheater Maroon $28.00         

Winter Tunic Navy $47.00         

Summer Dress Navy $33.00         

Shorts Rugby Navy $22.00         

Trackpants  Reinforced Navy $27.00         

Hat – Bucket style Navy 8.00         

           

TOTAL  

 

Name of student: ___________________________ Class: _________________________________ 

Date of order:  ___________________________ Payment Method:  Cash                Card  

Credit Card Details:   ___________________________ Expiry Date:  ____________________ 

http://www.broadmeadowssds.vic.edu.au/index-01.html


 

 

 We are proud and excited to have some of our students participating 

in the 2019 Victorian State Schools Spectacular: Made of Stars  

 

The Spectacular brings together government school communities from 

across Victoria. Fittingly, this year’s theme, Made of Stars, will feature 

a galaxy of out-of-this-world performances showing that these 

students are made of star stuff.  

 

The three-hour live show – involving music, dance, skateboarding and 

circus arts – will be performed to an audience of around 12,000 

people at Melbourne Arena on Saturday 14 September over two shows 

at 1pm and 6:30pm. 

 

Talented Victorian students will feature on stage, while many other 

students will work behind the scenes, gaining unique, on-the-job, 

professional experience.  

 

The Spectacular is a creative vision of industry professionals including 

Creative Director Neill Gladwin, Musical Director Chong Lim AM, Dance 

Director Deon Nuku, (Scooby Doo, Happy Feet, Moulin Rouge) and 

Associate Dance Director Yvette Lee, (Dancing with the Stars, X-Factor 

Australia, Australia’s Got Talent and So You Think You Can Dance). 

 

For a fun, family entertainment experience, and to cheer on our 

students from the audience, be quick to secure tickets when they go 

on sale at 9am Wednesday 12 June via 

www.ticketek.com.au/spectacular 
 

Adult:                            $40 

Child Under 15:           $20 

Concession:                 $30 
 

Buy 10 tickets and get one adult ticket free (the 11th ticket is free) by 

calling Group Bookings on 1300 364 001. 
 
 



 

NDIS Plans 

 

All students at BSDS are able to access the NDIS (as long as the student is a permanent resident or 

citizen of Australia).   

In order to help families access the best supports in their NDIS plan, please fill out the following 

details and return to your child’s teacher.  Alternatively you can bring in your plan and we can take 

a copy. 

Student Name: _______________________________    Class: ____________________ 

 

 

 

NDIS Number: ______________________ 

NDIS plan start date: _________________ 

NDIS plan review date: _______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of Local Area Co-ordinator (LAC): _________________________________________ 

Contact details of Local Area Co-ordinator: ______________________________________ 

I,_____________________________________ (parent/carer name) give permission for Broadmeadows SDS 

to contact NDIS and/or support co-ordinator and to exchange information with all services to support my 

child ____________________________ (child’s name) 

 

Parent/Carer Signature: ________________________________    Date: ____________________ 

 

Do you have a Support Co-ordinator?  Yes___  No___ 

Name of Support Co-ordinator: ________________________________________________ 

Organisation of Support Co-ordinator: __________________________________________ 

Email address: _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________ 

 



  



 

  

BSDS PARENT GROUP TOPIC TASTERS 
We are excited to share our next Parent Group Topic Tasters session, run in conjunction 

with our existing BSDS Baristas program for parents, held at our Sorrento Street Secondary 

campus. 

 

When: Term 2 Week 9, Tuesday 18th June 

 

Time: 9.30am to 10.45am 

 

Where: Sorrento St From Little Things…Pop-Up Shop 
 

Presentation topics will run from 9.45am to 10.45am, giving parents a chance to order 

coffee before settling in to listen to a short information session. 

 

 

 

    The session will focus on 

    ‘Key Word Sign Language’ 
 

     

 

It will be presented by the BSDS therapy team and will provide parents with information on 

the importance of Key Word Sign in supporting your child’s receptive and expressive 

language, recall of information and processing of information.  The session will teach 

parents some ‘power words’ and everyday KWS vocabulary that you will find useful for 

communicating with your child at home. 

 
Please cut off and return the slip below to your child’s teacher.  We hope to see you there! 
 

 

*************************************************************************** 

 

 

 
Yes! I will be attending the Topic Tasters Parent Support Group 

session on Tuesday 18th June at Sorrento Street. 
 

 

Name: ____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Child’s Name and Class: _____________________________ 



  



 

  



 

Under the Sea 
With 3 sea creature candles 

Broadmeadows SDS Cake Catering 2019 
We would love to create a wonderful cake for your special celebration – whether it be a birthday at home, at 
school at BSDS or perhaps even at a pre-school or primary/high school for another child in the family.  All cakes 
are made with a delicious vanilla cake recipe and are baked and decorated by the BSDS Secondary Catering Team.  
Should you wish to order a cake please provide at least one week’s notice by returning this order form to your 
child’s teacher, complete with payment and the date you would need it by and a contact number so we can call 
you to confirm pick up (for a party at another venue) or delivery on the day to your child’s classroom for an at 
school party.  We look forward to providing you with a beautiful cake! 
 
 

Child’s name:                                                                          Room number:________________________ 
 

Parent name and contact number: ____________________________________________________ 
 

Date the cake is required by: _________________________________________________________ 
 

(please allow at least one week’s notice for preparation and please pick up the day before if for off-site party) 
 

Proposed collection (please circle):  Pick up from BSDS       or       Deliver to my child’s classroom for a party at BSDS 

Lollipop Love 
With 3 heart shaped candles 

Barbie Unicorn Magic 
With 1 unicorn candle 

Fairy Bread Cake Gravity Defying 
 M&Ms 

Oreo Overload 

Lego Tower Outer Space Spiderman  

Wild Animals On the Farm 

$30 $30 

$30 

$32 

$25 

$30 

$30 

$22 

$25 $25 

$28 

Quantity: Quantity: 

Quantity: Quantity: 
Quantity: 

Quantity: 
Quantity: 

Quantity: 

Quantity: 
Quantity: 

Quantity: 

Quantity: 

$28 


